
 7/20/2022 

 Dear incoming 8th graders and parents, 
 We hope this notice finds you and your family enjoying a relaxing summer.  This 

 year brings new opportunities for 8th grade students and those that support them, and 
 we enter this new year with optimism and with strategies to help students build a 
 foundation of skills, knowledge, and independence needed for success in high school. 

 A change for Bromfield’s incoming 8th graders this year is that students will each 
 now have a MacBook Air rather than an iPad. This tool will give students access to 
 helpful tools and information that will help manage organization and achieve course 
 objectives.  We teachers of 8th grade students have spent some years with all students 
 having this tool. We have learned many ways to use it to support student learning and 
 performance, and will continue to seek more.  Ms. Graham and other teachers of 8th 
 grade will be working with students to help learn to use Macbooks effectively. 

 We want you to know that we are here to help.  Please do not hesitate to keep us 
 in the loop, so we can provide the best support we are able to provide. 

 General preparations and advice: 
 1.  Students and parents or guardians will be invited to their teachers’ A period Google 

 classrooms within the first week or two of school starting. 
 2.  When parents or guardians are invited to Google classroom, they will be given 

 choice on receiving update emails with a summary of work done and not done in 
 all classes.  The invites expire after seven days, so please take advantage of it 
 when the invite comes. You can accept the invite and toggle on/off the email 
 notifications as you like. 

 3.  Please read and sign our  Student Lending Policy and  MacBook Expectations. 
 Please view the slideshow at the end.  Make sure that you are familiar with these 
 agreements as we expect you to use this school-issued device properly and for 
 directed educational purposes only. 

 4.  Check your school gmail and calendar multiple times a day. 
 5.  Keep your google drive organized.  We will help you make a folder in google drive 

 called “Grade 8”.  Inside that folder, you will make  a folder for each class you will 
 be taking: Science, Math, History, English, etc. (  Directions  ) 

 6.  We will help you log into PowerSchool and be sure that your account is set-up to 
 send you notifications.  If you have trouble accessing your PowerSchool 
 information, please contact  cboyle@psharvard.org 

 7.  Access the  school’s website  here as needed. Access  The Grade 8 Team website 
 and add our class calendars to your gmail calendar by clicking the “+Google 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuo5HNGmlw3bNOSP1-FNWTFd8oM0jSSzgj1DX8ylXnY/edit
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2375091?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
mailto:cboyle@psharvard.org
http://psharvardbromfield.ss5.sharpschool.com/
https://sites.google.com/psharvard.org/grade8team/home


 Calendar” icon at the bottom of the calendar. Add all of the classes that pertain to 
 you to your calendar. 

 Preparations for all classes: 

 Macbooks: 
 Charge your MacBook each night, and bring it to every class.   Open the Macbook only 
 when your teacher instructs you to do so.  With our current health concerns, teachers 
 may not be able to provide students with materials from this list they may be missing, so 
 please be sure to have these items each day. 

 Supplies: 
 These are needed everyday and brought to all classes.  Please restock through the 
 year as needed. 
 -3 pencils 
 -a small pencil sharpener 
 -3 colors of pen 
 -2 different colors of highlighters. 
 -scissors 
 -15 piece of blank white lined paper 
 -3 pieces of blank hole punched graph paper 
 -3 pieces of blank hole punched printer paper 
 -a calculator is not necessary because your computer will suffice for this. 
 -earbuds/headphones 
 -a ruler with both centimeters and inches 
 -one 1” binder for math and one binder for papers from all other classes. 
 -a few plastic sleeves. 

 Binders: 
 You will need a 1” binder for math.  The Macbooks decrease the need for paper and 
 binder space, but paper will still be used. In an effort to minimize what students need to 
 carry around, we recommend a 2”  binder for all of your other classes combined, but 
 you are free to have separate binders if you prefer. 

 Old unit material: 
 Please have an accordion folder for old unit material for home. 



 Preparations for specific classes: 

 English: 
 Please keep a section in your general binder for English handouts along with at least 
 five pages of loose paper.  Please bring pens, pencils, and highlighters to class each 
 day, and keep old paper handouts at home in the accordion folder at the end of each 
 unit. 
 Always have your independent reading text and current class-assigned text we are 
 studying; bring it to your residence for homework and to school for classwork.  Digital 
 versions of some texts will be used. 
 Read and write the eighth grade summer reading assignment, found at the school 
 library website, for the first day of school: 
 https://sites.google.com/psharvard.org/bromfield-library/summer-assignments-2022 

 Math: 
 We will often be using your macbook so please bring this along with its charger to every 
 class. Also, make sure it is charged before class begins. We will be using both Google 
 Classroom and a hardcopy book. You must also have a 1-inch three ring binder with 
 pocket sleeves for Math only, divided into three sections: 

 1.  Section 1:  Classwork 
 2.  Section 2  : Notes (fill with some white-lined paper  and some graph paper) 
 3.  Section 3  : Handouts (AMC8, MCAS, chapter tests, etc.) 

 Civics: 
 Please keep a section in your general binder for Civics handouts and some loose paper. 
 You could also have a separate notebook of paper if that is what you prefer. 
 Please keep old paper handouts at home.  Most handouts will be digital. 
 Your textbook will be in both electronic and paper copy.  As we will be using macbooks, 
 you will not need to bring your textbooks to class.  Please keep the textbook safely at 
 home for your use. 

 Science: 
 Have two, two pocket folders in your binder. 
 Please don’t use a green pen because that is my color for giving feedback. 
 Have a two pocket folder to store completed units at home. You will have a pdf of the 
 textbook. I will not be passing out hard copies of the books unless you request one for 
 home. You will not bring it to class. 

https://sites.google.com/psharvard.org/bromfield-library/summer-assignments-2022


 Spanish (Mr. Poe): 
 Your Macbook will be instrumental in our class, therefore it must be charged daily for 
 use in lessons both in school and at home. You will have PDFs of any reading materials 
 you need for the year. We will also be using your mini white board often; please make 
 sure you have at least two different colors of markers. 

 Chorus & Theater (Mr. Milne): 
 Students will need their MacBook on a regular basis, both for in and out of school 
 assignments including recording projects. Students will also need a pencil with an 
 eraser and a notebook (that can be shared with other classes). Messages will be shared 
 directly to students and families from Mr. Milne. Family emails will be used and obtained 
 from the Powerschool portal. We will also use Google Classroom regularly. 

 Band (Mr. Robbins): 
 Students will need a working instrument with all necessary playing materials (ie: oils, 
 grease, reeds, etc.). All instrument needs will be reviewed during our first classes. 
 Students will need their MacBook on an as-needed basis, as well as for recording 
 purposes at home. Messages will be shared directly to students and families from Mr. 
 Robbins. Family emails will be used and obtained from the Powerschool portal. 

 Physical Education (Mr. Wachtelhausen): 
 Students will need to dress in appropriate clothing to school in order to participate in 
 physical activity (t-shirt, shorts,pants, sneakers, etc.). As of now, students will not be 
 allowed to change in locker rooms. 

 Health: 
 Students will need a two-pocket folder which will be kept in our classroom. It’s also 
 important that students come prepared with a pen/pencil and their MacBook each class. 
 We will be using Google Classroom. 

 Art: 
 Students will need a sketchbook of any size, but please no pads. 

 Teacher contacts: 
 Sincerely from  The Grade 8 Team  , 
 Mr. Clarke  (Science and team leader) 
 Ms. Hodgens  (English) 
 Mrs. Keane  (Civics) 
 Ms. Blanchette  (Math) 
 Mr. Poe  (Spanish) 

http://psharvardbromfield.ss5.sharpschool.com/teacher_pages/grade_8/grade_8_team_page
https://sites.google.com/a/psharvard.org/physical-science-grade-8-bromfield/
http://bromfieldenglish8.blogspot.com/?zx=96fe4b8de87db48f
http://kkeane@psharvard.org/
mailto:jblanchette@psharvard.org
https://sites.google.com/a/psharvard.org/spanish-el-sr-poe/


 Ms. Haroutunian  (French) 
 Mr. Robbins  (Band) 
 Mr. Milne  (Chorus and Theater) 
 Ms. Steed  (Health) 
 Mr. Wachtelhausen (PE) 
 Mr. Lavigne  (Computer Science/Technology, STEAM) 
 Mrs. Pierron (Art) 
 Ms. Chlapowski  (Counselor, last names A-K) 
 Ms. Hall  (Counselor, last names L-Z) 
 Ms. Graham  (Educational Technology Coordinator) 
 Mr. Green  (Principal) 
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